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throughout Europe will be accomplished by
and for the nations. It will take a national
form, and under this form it will prevail
against all men. It is the imperative course of
history. " Nothing durable can be accom-
plished except by the universal impulsion. . . .
Anything is better than to lose the name of
nation." Madame de Stael foresaw the na-
tional future of the Russians; she announced
the supremacy of North America; she hoped
for the Germans and the Italians the chance
to constitute themselves into federations. She
foresaw that between these nations, aroused
and gathered together, there would necessarily
be conflict; she apprehended even then the con-
flict between the " Germans and the Esclavons,"
as she calls the Slavs; but she relies upon this
maxim inscribed in the book on " Germany/1
and which supplies the temperament neces-
sary to every enterprise of national ambition
contrary to the rights of nations: " When a
nation admits within her borders as subjects
strangers who are enemies, she does herself
almost as much harm as when she receives
them as masters; for then there is no longer
in the body politic that unity which personifies
the State and constitutes patriotism." should sanction their independence,
